July 5 Message: Time and Chance

As Christians we know that our steps are ordered by the Lord. He directs our path and makes it straight as we trust in Him (Prov 3:5-6). Yet, many things in life seem to be random – without rhyme or reason.  There are many small happenings each day that seem inconsequential and without specific purpose.   There can be large events also that just don’t seem to make sense. The author of Ecclesiastes tells us that life’s outcomes are not just a matter of ability, planning or work or intelligence, but that time and chance happen to all (Ecc 9:11).  Is he saying that life if partly random and we just need to accept this, or that luck plays a part in outcomes? On the surface it would seem so. Is there a deeper truth here? Let’s take a closer look at the phrase, ‘time and chance happen’, by considering each of the key words.

1. Time: In Hebrew, this is the word ‘Et’. It is composed of two Hebrew letters: Aleph א and Tav  ת .  Since Hebrew reads from right to left, it appears as: את
It can mean time or season or time period. However, there may be a deeper significance to this letter combination, because in many places in the Old Testament, it is left untranslated. For example:
a. Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created את the heavens and את  the earth.
b. Ruth 1:16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people את will be my people and your God את my God. 
c. Exodus 12:7 Then they are to take some of the את blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.
d. Zechariah 12:10 then they will look on Me את  whom they have pierced.

Aleph א and Tav  ת are the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet. By comparison, in English we would say a and z, and in Greek we would say Alpha α and Omega Ω. This points us to a deeper meaning, because in Revelation 1:8 we read “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God… In verse 18 we read  “I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!”
In the Hebrew translation, Revelation 1:8 reads, “I am the Aleph and the Tav…”
Hence, the word translated time has a deeper meaning – one that I believe points us to the Word of God, the second person of the Trinity, who’s blood was shed for us.

2. Chance: In Hebrew this word is pega. It is derived from the root word paga. To understand the foundational meaning of paga, we can apply the law of first mention. The word first appears in the story of Abraham, after Sarah passed away. Abraham wanted to buy a field with a cave so that he could bury Sarah. Genesis 23:7-8 Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land, the Hittites.  He said to them, “If you are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede (paga) with Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf”. In its first usage, paga means to intercede, where intercession is the act of intervening or pleading on behalf of another person. We also see this meaning in Jere 7:16, where God tells Jeremiah not to speak to Him (intercede) on behalf of Israel because it is time for judgement. In Isa 53:12, we see a prophesy about Jesus interceding for lost sinners and bringing salvation. In Romans 8:26, we are told that the Holy Spirit intercedes for believers.

3. Happen: In Hebrew, this word is qarah. It can mean to occur or befall, but also has the meaning of God-ordained success. Consider two examples.
a. Applying the law of first mention, this word first occurs in Genesis following the death of Sarah. Abraham instructs his trusted servant Eliezer to travel to his home country and find a wife for Isaac among his family. After a long journey, Eliezer arrives and stops at a well. He prays to God requesting success (qarah) (Gen 24:12). God grants him success and he returns home with Rebekah.
b. Ruth requests permission from Naomi to go into the fields and follow the barley reapers so that she can obtain some grain (Ruth 2:2). We are told that she happened (qarah) upon that part of the field belonging to Boaz. And so began perhaps the most beautiful romance story of scripture. Was this event a coincidence? A matter of time and random chance?

There is a saying among believing Jews: Coincidence is not a Kosher word. Summarising the words of a modern Rabbi: “Jewish teachings view [coincidence] as a "divine nudge". A coincidence is simply God quietly "going out of his way" to remind us He is present.”

What then, is the author of Ecclesiastes saying?  What is the takeaway? Success, favour and provision are not just about the ‘cards’ that life has dealt us or the effort we put in. We may not be the strongest, fastest, cleverest, wisest. We may not be endowed with great resources. It doesn’t matter because in life there is always a ‘But God…’. When seek God’s help in prayer, with the intercession of the Holy Spirit, and with the help of praying brothers and sisters, Jesus steps in: opens doors; grants divine favour; and puts us in the right place at the right time for blessing and success. And His blessings come without sorrows added (Prov 10:22).

And remember, if nothing is really random or inconsequential, it is important to make the most of each moment, each conversation, each small act. Even small irritants have a purpose in refining us.

What do you need today?

 
Questions
1. How much of your day seems meaningful? How much seems inconsequential or even random? How much seems like a boring slog?
2. Have you ever experienced a situation where you found yourself at the right place at the right time? Did you think it was luck, coincidence or something more? 
3. Further to question 2, have you ever felt a divine nudge? Share your experience.
4. Do you sometimes compare yourself to others? Perhaps you’ve thought: “He’s so confident.” “She’s so gifted.” “They have it all together”. “He has so much charisma?”
And then a quiet, inner voice says: “I’ll never be like that. Life hasn’t dealt me the right cards.”
Even if life deals you the right cards, the rewards always come with sorrows.

Has this week’s topic changed your perspective?
Read Proverbs 10:22 and 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 


Spend some time praying for one another. Recognise that your intercession changes circumstances. Ask Father to arrange a divine appointment, a meaningful conversation, a breakthrough, an open door, a new opportunity, a divine nudge. 


